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Action Alert Reminder - Contact Appropriations Committee Members
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REMINDER: If you have not already taken this action, it is VERY important that you do
so now. Opposition to the proposed reforms to the DD system is very strong. The
Appropriations Committee MUST hear from ALL of those who SUPPORT this reform.
Please encourage your friends and family to also take this action.

1. Opposition to the proposed reforms to the DD system is very strong. The
Appropriations Committee MUST hear from ALL of those who SUPPORT this
reform.

2. Contact the Chairman and members of the Appropriations Committee in your

region to express your support of the reforms to the DD system in House Bill 1

(HB1).

Encourage your friends and family to also take this action.

Express your support of the 150 additional NOW slots in HB1.

A Sample letter is included below that you should personalize.

Confirm your action by replying to this email.
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Contact the Chairman and Appropriations Committee Members

~—— ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ —~—~ ~ ~ ~

House Appropriations Committee Members

Confirm your Action

Reply to this email to let us know you took action.

If you or your child is on the waiting list, you could include a sentence in the sample
letter below how these additional waiver slots will bring you/your child closer to receiving
needed services. If you know someone who moved successfully from an institution to
the community, you should include that in the letter as well.

Sample Letter

Dear Representative ,


http://house.louisiana.gov/H_Cmtes/H_Cmte_APaddresses.asp

| fully support several proposed changes to the state's system responsible for serving
people with developmental disabilities that are included in HB1. The consolidation of
Northeast and Northwest Supports and Services Centers and the transition of
individuals with low support needs in the remaining centers to community- based
services are two provisions that reflect best practice. Downsizing of these supports and
services centers will allow savings to be realized now and in years to come.

Re-investing the savings into community services to address the needs of the
thousands of individuals on the waiting list for home and community based services is
very important to me. I'm very encouraged that the Governor included funding for 150
additional New Opportunities Waiver (NOW) slots for people with developmental
disabilities in the budget. These NOW slots will provide much needed services to people
living in their own homes who have been waiting up to nine years for services.

This budget will put Louisiana on the right path of reform to provide services so people

with developmental disabilities can enjoy a healthier, higher quality of life at less cost to
the state. | urge you to support these essential reforms and prioritize community-based
services.

Sincerely,

Background Information

Information providing the rationale behind providing independence and integration for
persons with developmental disabilities can be found on page 16 of the summary of
Governor Jindal's FY2011 Executive Budget. Follow the link below to read this
summary, click here.

Any Questions?

If there are any questions about the information in this email contact LaCAN's
Coordinator by replying to this email, or calling the toll free number listed below.

Contact Information

~—— ~ ~ —~—~ —~—~ ~ ~ ~ ~ —~—~ ~ ~ ~

Email: kay.marcel@cox.net
Phone: 1-800-450-8108
Web: http://www.lacanadvocates.org

~—— ~ ~ —~—~ —~—~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~—~ ~ ~ ~



http://www.lacanadvocates.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/Govenor-Budget-FY-10-11-022310.pdf
mailto:kay.marcel@cox.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103138117970&s=2551&e=001Z7kWksobaLlYSKbeDFlqaau6-3XLewlAR4F9_Zl6eQaRCKsfxCVPYAoJOS44Ap8S_TBCQyChRw5-Gt4HvXb342qmU2HsAsw491Kpmkz_2j2coDeLTUaLzA==

